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DETROIT LISC AND UNITED WAY FOR SOUTHEASTERN MICHIGAN INVESTS $1.3 
MILLION FOR THE GREATER DETROIT CENTERS FOR WORKING FAMILIES  

 
Detroit (April 28, 2014) – Detroit Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC) and United Way 
for Southeastern Michigan (UWSEM) is pleased to announce the investment of $1.3  million to the 
eight sites of the Greater Detroit Centers for Working Families network. The funds will enable the 

sites to help nearly 2,500 local families in metro Detroit find jobs, reduce debt, gain financial literacy 
and build assets. 
 
Sites within the Greater Detroit CWF network are:  Arab Community Center for Economic and 
Social Services (ACCESS), Focus: HOPE, Lighthouse of Oakland County, Goodwill Industries, 
The Guidance Center, Operation ABLE of Michigan, SER Metro-Detroit Jobs for Progress, Inc., 
and Southwest Housing Solutions. Funding this year expands the model to two new areas: 
Southwest Housing will be operating a site in northwest Detroit in a partnership with Development 
Centers and ACCESS will open a site in Macomb County. 
 
In 2008, Detroit LISC and UWSEM partnered to advance the financial stability of families and 
individuals in our community. This partnership created and manages the Greater Detroit Centers for 

Working Families (CWF), a network of high performing non-profits that provide the services.  Since 
that time, Detroit LISC and UWSEM has invested over $4.3 million to support the network. The 
Annie E. Casey Foundation developed the model for this work.  
 
“The Centers for Working Families is unique both in its approach and its impact,” noted Tahirih 
Ziegler, Detroit LISC Executive Director. “Moving into our seventh year, the track record of our 
sites and the bundled approach to financial security for neighborhood residents —with employment 
training and placement, budgeting, debt management, financial coaching and counseling services, 
shows the positive impact on families. We are thrilled that two of our partners are extending the 
work to serve new geographies.” 
 
“The results at the sites demonstrate that our model works, with over 55% of participants at any 
given time have increased their net income, improved their credit score, or reduced their expenses 
budgeted and the other 45% are in process,” noted Karen Tyler-Ruiz, a Senior Director of 
Community Impact & Income at United Way for Southeastern Michigan. “We know that with the 
right tools, low-income families can build their incomes and their assets in ways that have a long-
term impact on their quality of life.” 
 
Support for the Greater Detroit CWF comes from Social Innovation Fund, W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation, UWSEM, Bank of America, PNC Bank, Kresge, and the Skillman Foundation. 
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About LISC 
LISC combines corporate, government and philanthropic resources to help nonprofit community 
development corporations revitalize distressed neighborhoods. Since 1980, LISC has raised more 
than $12.9 billion and leveraged $38.3 billion  to build or rehab more than 303,500 affordable homes 
and develop 49.4 million square feet of retail and community space, financed 180 schools for 72,000 
students, built 184 child care facilities which support 19,700 children and renovated 269 playing 
fields for 467,500 kids. For more information, visit www.lisc.org. 
 
In Detroit, LISC serves as the leader in comprehensive community development in metro Detroit, 
and for over 20 years has provided capital, technical expertise, training, and information to develop 
distressed neighborhoods into healthy and sustainable communities of choice and opportunity. Since 
1990, Detroit LISC has invested $182.8 million and leveraged an additional $800 million to create 
3,950 units of affordable housing and 2.2 million square feet of commercial space. For more 
information, please visit www.detroit-lisc.org.   
 

About UWSEM 
United Way for Southeastern Michigan mobilizes the caring power of Wayne, Oakland and 
Macomb counties to improve lives in measurable and lasting ways throughout the region. The 
organization is led by a diverse group of volunteers from business, labor, government, human 
services, education and the community. United Way provides opportunities to invest in the 
metropolitan Detroit community through its annual Campaign and is a leader in convening partners 
to impact local residents each year by increasing economic self-sufficiency, protecting children and 
youth at risk, strengthening families, empowering neighborhoods and communities, and promoting 
health and wellness. Additional information is available at www.LiveUnitedSEM.org. 
 

About the Social Innovation Fund 
The Social Innovation Fund, authorized under the Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act, is an 
innovative new federal program that addresses major challenges confronting communities by 
growing high-impact nonprofit organizations delivering proven solutions. It targets millions in 
public-private funds to expand effective community solutions across three issue areas: economic 
opportunity, healthy futures, and youth development and school support. This work will directly 
impact thousands of low-income families and create a catalog of proven approaches that can be 
replicated in communities across the country. For more information on the Social Innovation Fund, 
visit www.NationalService.gov/Innovation. 
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